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verities in ail allegorical fashion. It takes up historical personages
and events and transforms them into angels or devils as it suits the
purpose of the poet whose theme is the eternal duel between good
and evil, spirit and matter, God and Satan, It is like a mighty
river which in its progress absorbs many streams, some even muddy.
It is the conception of one brain. But it has undergone ravages and
received accretions in process of time till it has become difficult
always to say Which is the original and which is apocryphal. The
ending of it is magnificent. It demonstrates the utter nothingness
of earthly power. The great sacrifice at the end is proved in-
efficacious in comparison with the sacrifice of the heart by a Brahmin
who gave his little all, the last morsel, to a needy beggar. What is
left to the virtuous Pandavas is poignant grief. The mighty Krishna
dies helplessly. The numerous and powerful Yadavas because
of their corruption die an inglorious death fighting amongst one
another. Arjuna the unconquerable is conquered by a band of
robbers, his Gandiv notwithstanding. The Pandavas retire leaving
the throne to an infant. All but one die on the journey to heaven.
And even Yudhishthira, the very embodiment of dharma, has to
taste the foetid smell of hell for the lie he permitted himself to
utter under stress. The inexorable law of cause and effect is
allowed without exception to run its even course. The claim put
forth in its behalf that it omits nothing that is useful or interesting
and that is to be found in any other book is well sustained by
this marvellous poem,
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You have asked me why wearing of Indian mill cloth does not
amount to boycott of foreign cloth. This is colossal ignorance. For
fulfilling the boycott it is not enough if we wear mill cloth. The
Bengalis even today complain of the exploitation of Bengal by the
mill-owners at the time of the Partition. Their experience should
teach us that boycott cannot be achieved with the help of only
mill cloth. The propaganda should, therefore, be in favour of
khadi only. It is obvious that mill cloth has no place in the house
of the Congress.
1 Held in the Reay Market under the presidentship of S. M. Paranjpe;
nearly ten thousand people attended.